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POMP REDUX

AU opening ceremony: Focus on fighting terrorism, free trade,
Tigray aftermath

The opening ceremony of the 36th African Union Summit in Addis

Ababa, Ethiopia began on a high note with the usual pomp and chaos

on Wednesday, as leaders looked to discuss combatting terrorism

amidst the rising instability across the continent.

While the official theme of the summit in 2023 is “The Year of AfCFTA: Acceleration of

the African Continental Free Trade Area Implementation”; the unofficial theme is

undoubtedly, “African solutions to African problems” – a slogan echoed by many during

this year’s opening to the political summit.

By Jaysim Hanspal
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Opening ceremony of the AU’s 42nd Ordinary Session of the Executive Council summit in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia on 15 February

2023 (photo: @igadsecretariat)
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With rising instability across the continent, the AU will be conferring a number of

regions, including the Lake Chad Basin area, as well as “unconstitutional changes of

government” incited by recurrent military coups and ambitions of third-termism as seen

in both Senegal and Central African Republic.

READ MORE AU: Member states complain of unfair hiring practices, internal

corruption

Antonio Pedro, Acting Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission

for Africa (ECA), highlighted the economic strain on the continent caused by Covid-19

and the ongoing war in Ukraine.

“Even when Africa appears as a shining light with economic growth of 3.9% in 2023 and

2024, higher than many other regions, it isn’t high enough to compensate for the losses

experienced in the past three years,” said Pedro.

The ECA hopes that AfCFTA will facilitate “increased intra-Africa trade”, and thereby

contribute to a growing concern for African “self-sufficiency” post-pandemic.

READ MORE AfCFTA: Ambitions of free trade must move beyond talk

H.E. Moussa Faki Mahamat, Chairperson of the AU Commission, praised the

organisation for following through with its catchphrase “African solutions to African

problems” by prioritising health and nutrition across the continent and establishing

greater food and medicine production capacities, due to soon be realised as the African

Medicines Agency (AMA) in Rwanda.

Will it stick?

A statement by Ethiopia’s Deputy Prime Minister Demeke Mekonnen did not shy away

from addressing the country’s ongoing war in the Tigray region, as he celebrated the

signing of the Peace Agreement in November 2022.

READ MORE Eritrea’s troops remain in Tigray, holding up ceasefire execution

Since the signing, President Abiy Ahmed has been seen in Europe, signing various

cooperation agreements and deals designed to rehabilitate the country following

international criticism of his handling of the Tigray war.

Mekonnen added that the government has continued expediting humanitarian aid to the

regions most affected by the consequences of the conflict, as humanitarian organisations

and western NGOs previously denied entry have now been increasingly permitted into

the north of the country.
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READ MORE Ethiopia: After meeting with Tigrayan leaders, Abiy comes to Europe

for support

While this has been recognised by organisations such as the UN, it is clear a longer-term

solution is needed to help the 2.3 million Ethiopians currently displaced within the

country. High Commissioner of the UNHCR, Flippo Grande said last week, “much more

needs to be done to support the reconstruction and recovery efforts in the Afar, Amhara

and Tigray regions.”

“This will be critical to improve their living conditions and work towards lasting

solutions, including voluntary returns to their communities.”

READ MORE ‘Reasonable’ airline taxes will boost continental free trade, says

Ethiopian Airlines’ Mesfin Tasew

“We have been making a plea to the international community to obtain UN resources,”

Mahamat echoed this in his speech.

High on the agenda this week should also be the Union’s African Humanitarian Agency

(AfHA), a project long in the making, with heads of state expected to ratify which

country is set to host the initial headquarters of the organisation.

UNDERSTAND AFRICA'S TOMORROW... TODAY

We believe that Africa is poorly represented, and badly under-estimated. Beyond the vast

opportunity manifest in African markets, we highlight people who make a difference; leaders

turning the tide, youth driving change, and an indefatigable business community. That is what we

believe will change the continent, and that is what we report on. With hard-hitting investigations,

innovative analysis and deep dives into countries and sectors, The Africa Report delivers the

insight you need.

VIEW SUBSCRIPTION OPTIONS

Africa Insights
Wake up to the essential with the Editor's picks.

https://www.theafricareport.com/283106/ethiopia-after-meeting-with-tigrayan-leaders-abiy-comes-to-europe-for-support/
https://www.theafricareport.com/281207/reasonable-airline-taxes-will-boost-continental-free-trade-says-ethiopian-airlines-mesfin-tasew/
https://www.theafricareport.com/subscribe/?checkout_origin_url=/284959/au-opening-ceremony-focus-on-fighting-terrorism-free-trade-tigray-aftermath/


6/14/23, 7:50 PM AU opening ceremony: Focus on fighting terrorism, free trade, Tigray aftermath - The Africa Report.com

https://www.theafricareport.com/284959/au-opening-ceremony-focus-on-fighting-terrorism-free-trade-tigray-aftermath/ 4/7

Water stewardship and plastic waste
management are two sides of the
same coin

A MESSAGE FROM COCA COLA BEVERAGE AFRICA

Email address Sign up

Also receive offers from The Africa Report

Also receive offers from The Africa Report's partners

D I G I T A L  S U B S C R I P T I O N

Give yourself a headstart:

Get full access to The Africa Report on all your devices.

Subscribe Now

MORE POLITICS

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv3weLkb-05y157iBEjB___xJ-_1ivnjlus_kYYr3bVnoBWOr9SAow-LSPzqeDOTOXeJ7bm33ouCiodOD9hhdAQy7Pd-ErslShRQk-C7oRa_ZGDd6yDLh0q3QAgH-udbdfUPG-e9m3WeYn3aXGm6xIuKJAoPvmoUnwJH8X4gIbrvEYaKJYaHjHLLeDLUHnXfIDlcrS4mLfQ_zBiGXSe4q9xMpovE0jwQNDC1ML7zaw9rdPK9ipLdtPuY0dz-mdVOOqtM4JAKzeXPpqfiu8CVwxhYFlKwiyih0uGTiHAhpgk07UaC6SUyAMwMXTGjYww2rPrOgWm4mvC68qxMjfYGrNnkpc0eIkKbrsgdSsgzMbF9i_wn858sVJiY92ZbxNNz_daoLE1DNGnOfL6_0Nm&sai=AMfl-YREMsD60iFJVHVBYaA_hfJFmhTEiGw9xClmJzahPTZfZG6vYTSM-CE2J8qdZJmy7bZJQR9EDzg8lSJr510XDF-X1O9B9bmyjg0o6neDAUYDgaKjQaspUEpfGM6AOgO3uTSK3Po&sig=Cg0ArKJSzDV9kIWl8xVnEAE&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.theafricareport.com/brandcontent/306031/water-and-plastic-oped-ceo/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv3weLkb-05y157iBEjB___xJ-_1ivnjlus_kYYr3bVnoBWOr9SAow-LSPzqeDOTOXeJ7bm33ouCiodOD9hhdAQy7Pd-ErslShRQk-C7oRa_ZGDd6yDLh0q3QAgH-udbdfUPG-e9m3WeYn3aXGm6xIuKJAoPvmoUnwJH8X4gIbrvEYaKJYaHjHLLeDLUHnXfIDlcrS4mLfQ_zBiGXSe4q9xMpovE0jwQNDC1ML7zaw9rdPK9ipLdtPuY0dz-mdVOOqtM4JAKzeXPpqfiu8CVwxhYFlKwiyih0uGTiHAhpgk07UaC6SUyAMwMXTGjYww2rPrOgWm4mvC68qxMjfYGrNnkpc0eIkKbrsgdSsgzMbF9i_wn858sVJiY92ZbxNNz_daoLE1DNGnOfL6_0Nm&sai=AMfl-YREMsD60iFJVHVBYaA_hfJFmhTEiGw9xClmJzahPTZfZG6vYTSM-CE2J8qdZJmy7bZJQR9EDzg8lSJr510XDF-X1O9B9bmyjg0o6neDAUYDgaKjQaspUEpfGM6AOgO3uTSK3Po&sig=Cg0ArKJSzDV9kIWl8xVnEAE&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.theafricareport.com/brandcontent/306031/water-and-plastic-oped-ceo/
https://www.theafricareport.com/subscribe/?checkout_origin_url=/284959/au-opening-ceremony-focus-on-fighting-terrorism-free-trade-tigray-aftermath/


6/14/23, 7:50 PM AU opening ceremony: Focus on fighting terrorism, free trade, Tigray aftermath - The Africa Report.com

https://www.theafricareport.com/284959/au-opening-ceremony-focus-on-fighting-terrorism-free-trade-tigray-aftermath/ 5/7

MENDING RELATIONSHIPS

Is Ghana warming up to the Sahel again after diplomatic rift?

BIG FISH ESCAPE NET

Nigeria: Can EFCC anti-graft agency continue its run under
Tinubu? 

https://www.theafricareport.com/311882/is-ghana-warming-up-to-the-sahel-again-after-diplomatic-rift/
https://www.theafricareport.com/311882/is-ghana-warming-up-to-the-sahel-again-after-diplomatic-rift/
https://www.theafricareport.com/312153/nigeria-can-efcc-anti-graft-agency-continue-its-run-under-tinubu/
https://www.theafricareport.com/312153/nigeria-can-efcc-anti-graft-agency-continue-its-run-under-tinubu/


6/14/23, 7:50 PM AU opening ceremony: Focus on fighting terrorism, free trade, Tigray aftermath - The Africa Report.com

https://www.theafricareport.com/284959/au-opening-ceremony-focus-on-fighting-terrorism-free-trade-tigray-aftermath/ 6/7

BACK ON TOP

Israel’s ambassador to Morocco: The politics behind David Govrin’s
return to Rabat

https://www.theafricareport.com/312114/israels-ambassador-to-morocco-the-politics-behind-david-govrins-return-to-rabat/
https://www.theafricareport.com/312114/israels-ambassador-to-morocco-the-politics-behind-david-govrins-return-to-rabat/
https://www.theafricareport.com/in-depth/new-guard/


6/14/23, 7:50 PM AU opening ceremony: Focus on fighting terrorism, free trade, Tigray aftermath - The Africa Report.com

https://www.theafricareport.com/284959/au-opening-ceremony-focus-on-fighting-terrorism-free-trade-tigray-aftermath/ 7/7

About us

How we're changing

Contact

Privacy

Cookie policy

Terms of use

Advertise with us

Subscribe

Podcasts

Mobile Application

Need help?

FOLLOW US

Sign up to get more of The Africa Report

Email address Sign up

 

https://www.theafricareport.com/
https://www.theafricareport.com/about-us/
https://www.theafricareport.com/landing-get-the-full-picture-of-africa/
https://www.theafricareport.com/contact/
https://www.theafricareport.com/privacy/
https://www.theafricareport.com/#
https://www.theafricareport.com/terms-of-use/
https://www.theafricareport.com/advertise-with-us/
https://www.theafricareport.com/subscribe/
https://www.theafricareport.com/sections/podcasts/
https://www.theafricareport.com/apps/
https://www.theafricareport.com/help/
https://www.facebook.com/theafricareport
https://twitter.com/TheAfricaReport

